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Raghuji wisely made no further reply, and by means of
his light horse, levied the revenues of Burdwan and Orissa.
When the rains abated Alia Vardi Khan, true to his promise,
attacked and defeated the Maratha general near Cutwa
(1745 A. D.). This checked the Marathas for a time; but
in 1750 A. D. Alia Vardi Khan found it necessary to cede
to Raghuji Bhosle the province of Orissa by way of
settlement for the chanth of Bengal and Behar'. In this
way the Marathas obtained in Bengal the firm footing,
still recalled by the ditch that once protected Calcutta
and by the word "Ditcher" a name still given to Calcutta
steamers.

At this point we must turn again to Northern India,
into which a new invader had descended by the same
passes that had admitted Nadir Shah. The latter survived
the sack of Delhi for seven years. But the cruelties
committed by him there, seem to have changed his character
from a just, if stern, ruler into a cruel and loathsome
tyrant. His last two years were so inhuman that a body
of Persian nobles condemned to die next day, took courage
from their despair and in the night assassinated him.
(June 1747). On Nadir Shah's death the Afghan tribes
recovered their independence, The hereditary chief of tho
Abdali Afghans was one Ahmad Khan, Although only
23 years of age, his valour and capacity had won the rare
praises of Nadir Shah.

On the Persian King's death Ahmad Khan extended
his influence over the neighbouring tribes and before the
end of 1747 was formally crowned king of Kandahar. His
coronation was hardly completed when he marched through
the Afghan passes into India. . His first goal was Peshawar,
which stood a few weeks' siege. His second goal was
Lahore, which surrendered after little or no resistance.
Elated by this easy success, Ahmad Khan, like Nadir Shah,
aspired to conquer Delhi, The emperor sent his only son,

* This tribute was called by JUghuji Bhosle * Muwl Katai' or hcacl cutting in
memory of Bhaakor pant's assassination.